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dry ; this was however borne with the greateft 
chearfulnefs,” and in fome meafure remedied by 
the great plenty of fpiritous liquors in the town, 
and the foldiers (befides theirallowance) generally 
got a pretty tolerable fhare of gin, that liquor 
being very cheap, ‘the inhabitants who fold or 
gave them any, exprefled the greateft aftonifh- 
ment on feeing an Englith foldier drink off ten 
or a dozen glaffes of raw gin, us faft as it could — 
be poured out for him; and would lift up their 
hands and eyes in amazement to fee him unaf 
fected by the ftrength of the liquor; the people 
of this part being themfelves very ‘moderate 
drinkers, one glafs in general fufficing halfa 
dozen men, who would pafs the glafs round — 
from one to the other, and each take a fmall 
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fup, conftantly fmoaking a huge wooden or, « — 


horn pipe of tobacco, with the greateft compo 
fure ; indeed, to have feen a Dutchman without 
a pipe in his mouth, would have been as great 
a novelty, as to have feen a Britifh foldier refufe 
gin when offered him; even the young boys, as 
foonas they could-walk, would have a large’ 
pipe ftuck in their mouth; it was obferved by 
‘our people with great truth, that a Dutchman’s 
face’ looked vacant witioae: a pipe in his mouth. 


Though the ladies of this country never 
ig tobacco, yet they have a cuftom which 
. apprati 
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appeared much more curious to an Englifhman ; 
every female, of what age or condition foever, 
‘has a {mall earthen pot, which in| the winter, 
‘the fills with hot embers from the ftove, (fire 
grates they have none in this country). and_plac- 
ing the earthen potin a wooden cafe, to pre- 
vent it burning her; fhe fits with it under her 
cloaths at a diftance from the flove, which is 
Mways left to the men ; and when the embers 
are gone cold, fhe will, withthe greateft degree 
of fang froid hand the {mall pot to the man 
next her, whether a ftranger or not, and re- 
queft him to fill it for her with hot embers: 
The ladies accuftom themfelves fo much. to 
theufe of this, that in cold weather they  car- 
ry it with them to church; and when they go 
upon a vyifit there are always a fufficient number 
‘of thefe provided by the lady of the houfe for 
her vifitors; this fafhion would appear very 
ftrange to a party of Englith ladies, yet before 
we left the country, our military /edies, or fol- 
~diers wives, expected to have them handed to 
them i in great ftyle, whenever they were fo for- 


ics tunate as to be quartered in houfes ; as it fhould. 


~ ‘be obferved that in general the churches were 


_ the quarters of our troops; and the great 
church in Niméguen, which was extremely ele- 
~ gant, ‘was fo large ; as to accommodate an en- 
Ms staid brigade of three regiments ; at ggber 
is ; times, 


ce aes 


times churches were converted into ftabling for’ 


the. cavalry, forage magazines, hofpitals fost ‘ia 


the fick and wounded, &c. &e. 6%. 
Monday, a7th Ogober. This day the ene- 
my made an attack upon our out pofts, all of 
which, after a very fevere confi, were driven. 
in; the French fuffered very confiderably. in 
this bufinefs, as our troops were for the moft 
part under cover, and could not be diflodged: 
without great lofs on the part of the enem 
A great number of houfes were fet on fire cits 
night to prevent them being a fhelter to the 
French troops; the men who had the execution 
of the order to fet fire to thefe houfes at fome 


diftance from the out ‘works, were attacked by — 
a numerous body of the enemy, who had m ; 


furrounded them, and would in all probabilit 
have fucceeded in cutting off their. retreat into 
the town, had it not been for a reinforcement 
of Hanoverians, who came up in time, and 


drove back the enemy toa fhort diftance; ray 


were however foon reinforced, and. retur 
to the charge with fuperior numbers, in 
turn drove our party ‘under the works of the 


* town. ‘A foldier in the aétion this night was ob- 


" ferved by his officer to drop his firelock. and run 





‘the town,: upon which the. officer pur-. ad 
a sto a : for bie fap! cowat- 
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. dice, but the man dropped before the officer 
,’ could come up with him; and on examination it 
* was found, that the poor fellow ‘had. received a 
mortal wound; which was the caufe of his at- 
tempting to run towards the town, and all he 
could utter, was “ Oh! Sir, revenge”’—when 
he expired- 


From feveral wounded men that were 
brought in prifoners, we learned, that the 
French army in camp, before the town, was 
in, eadful fituation, in confequence of the 

te Ge heavy rain; that great numbers were 
daily dying of fluxes, fevers, &c. caught by 
being continually in wet clothes, and lying 
fb upon wet ftraw in their tents, and that great 
» murmuring prevailed in their army, in confe- 
“quence of not being allowed to go into winter 
quarters; but that Pichegru had promifed them 
"the town of Nimeguen for their..quarters in a 
very few ‘days. . Our troops fuffered at this time 
much greater hardthips than thofe of the enemy, 
for though we had the advantage of having pol- 
_ feflion of Nimeguen, yet it was. but pocr com- 
fort for the foldiers to fleep in the town not more 
thantwo or three nights in the week; and even 
“then in acold and damp church; the remainder 
of the week to be upon the batteries and out-. 
7, gna. ftanding for a whole je upto the | 
knees | 
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knees in water in the trenches ; yet there was 
not any fuch thing asa murmur to be heard 
in the Britith army; but every one went through 
his duty with the moft chearful alacrity, though 


we had a number of fick, which was not at all 


to be wondered at, confidering the extreme wet 


weather, and fatigue occafioned by the want of 
reft. ; 


Tuefday. 28th O@ober. This morning a 
fortie was made from the town, upon fome ad- 
vanced parties of the enemy, who were very 
bufily employed in throwing up works under 
a féw farm houfes, which had been difmantled ; 
they retired, after making feveral difcharges of 


mufquetry upon our detatchment, by one of 


which, one Britifh officer, (Cap. Picton of the 
12th foot) was wounded. There was fcarce a 
day paffed in which there was not fome fkirmifh- 
ing between our out pofts of the light dra- 


goons and the enemy’s Huffars, and they were 
fometimes engaged fo near the outworks, that | 
they were,very plainly feen from our batteries — 


and the walls of the town, and the different 
parties plainly diftinguifhed by their regimen- 


tals, to the great entertainment of the fpefta-_. 

ini of thefe fkirmifhes, there hap- _. 
pened iubideas which deferves to be re- 
lated. .A patrole of our light dragoons fellin 


tors. 
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"with a reconnoitring party « of the enemies Hut- 
“fars ; a fkirmifh enfued; one of the dragoons 
‘making a cut ata Fienchisndi ftruck him upon 
the helmet, when the blade of his fabre (Bir- 
mingham uff) {napped fhort off clofe to the 
hilt, upon which he was obliged to go to the 
right about, and make off at full gallop; he 
-was purfued by two of the enemy, but his horfe 
having the heels “of them he could have very 
eafily got away, had he not feen a French Huf- 
far upon the ground who had juft been fhot; the 
dragoon feeing his {word lying by him, ftooped 
from his faddle and caught up the fword as he 
pafied at full fpeed, and immediately wheeling 
about, he attacked and cut down one of his 
~ purfuerswho had confiderably outrode the other, 
"who feeing his comrade fall, very prudently de- 
*, clined the conteft on equal terms and made off ; 
the conqueror brought in the vanquifhed Huf- 
_ fats horfe and the two {words as trophies of his 
> gallant behaviour: this fa& might be doubted 
" ‘were it not well authenticated by feveral who 
"were fpetators of the circumftance.. 
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Saturday ift. Nov. The enemy continued 
to carry on their work, notwith anding the 
- continued wet weather; they had now formed 

> feveral batteries, from which they threw great 
he » Rumbers of fhot and fhells into the town, though 
as 
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as yet without pas any material injury; our 
cannon trom the walls .and outworks returned 
their. fire very warmly, and the firing, was prin- 
cipally carried on.in the night time. 


. What will appear very extraordinary to many, 
is a circumftance which was very common here, 
‘ the foldiers on duty in the batteries,.when they 
had an opportunity of a few minutes reft, would 
lay down wrapped up in their blankets, perhaps 
within a few yards of a twelve or twenty four 
pounder, and would fleep undifturbed by the 
tremendous roaring of thegun, though difcharged 
. every minute by their fide, and very frequently 
with heavy rain pouring upon them. A difa- ‘ 
greeable accident happened at this time in the 7 
town, by the burfting of the enemy’s Shells. 
The grenadier company of a | Highland regiment, 
» was parading in the market place for du 
when a fhell fell amongft them, and burit be- “4 
fore they had time to get out of its way, killing rt 
and wounding feveral foldiers, and two or three ¢ 
of the inhabitants who happened to be near the . ] 
wie, i 






‘ ~ Tucfday, Nov. 4. As the enemy’s works 4 
* were nb fo far advanced, that with their guns 
sor UTE, they could command any part of — ; 
_ the town; ir was refolved upon to niake a fortie 
this evening, and’ endeavour to deftroy asa of © a 
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their neareft works, and if poffible, to furprife 
them in their entrenchments ; for this purpofe, 
the following troops received orders to hold 
themfelves in readinefs in the evening, viz. 


CAVALRY. 
The 7th and 15th Regiments of Light Dragoons. 
The Hanoverian Horfe Guards. 


1 Squadron of the 2d Hanoverian Horfe. 
1. Ditto . . sth Ditto Ditto. 


1 Ditto . . roth Ditto Light Ditto. 
The Emigrant Legion of Damas. 


INFANTRY. 


The 8th, 27th, 28th, ssth, 63d, and 78th, 
‘ Britith Regiments. 

ms Two Battalions of Dutch. 

To cover the retreat, the 59th Britith Regiment. ” 


The fortie was conduéted by the Hon. Major 
General De Burgh, who had the command of 
the whole. The troops paraded in the dutk of 
the evening, and marched out with the utmoft 
filence, while the town batteries were playing 
__wery heavily from another quarter, in order to 
. draw the attention of the enemy that way. 

The enemy’s advanced fentries were ERE att 
_, before they could give the alarm, and every 
Sets had the greateft appearance of fuccefs. 

* Our ~ 
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Our troops had pofitive orders to avoid firing 
and to ufe only the bayonet; they had now 
reached the enemy’s lines without being difco- 
vered, and with the greateft intrepidity were 
proceeding to take poffeflion, when one of our 
foldiers fired his piece, (whether by accident or 
defign was not known) which immediately gave 
the alarm to the enemy, who inftantly beat to 
arms, turned out, and began a very heavy fire 
upon our troops, who undauntedly leaping in 
upon the French in their works, began. the 
dreadful carnage. 


It is impoffible for defcription to give an ade- 
quate idea of a fcene of this kind, where quartér 
is neither given or expeted by either party; 
where a body of troops animating each other to 
a pitch of defperation, advance to the mouths of 
the enemy’s cannon and mufquets, without re- 


turning a fingle fhot, and with fixed bayonets — 


jump into their works with a determined refo- . 
lution to kill or be killed! To conquer or die! 


bie 


And as it muft be fuppofed that in advancing . 


under fo heavy a fire, there muft be numbers 
killed and wounded before they came up to the 
enemy ; this but ferves to encourage, or rather 


exafperate t e foldiers worfe, to fee their deareft 
friend « or other thot by their fide, andto hear 


the pitiful groans of their wounded and dying 
comes, “without a poffibility of affording 


them 
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them any, even the leaft affiftance. Thefe’and 
other circumftances equally diftrefling, conduce 
to give them ah atdér almoft fupernatural ; and 
it is well known to allthe'world, that'that ardor 
in Britifh troops, when the fate of the ‘conteft 
comes to be decided by ‘the bayonet, was never 
yet, nor ever will be withftood.' The flaughtér 
this night was very dreadful during the fhort 
time, it lafted, but -from ‘the univerfa! alarm 
given in the French camp, the whole of their 
army was foon marched to their works which 
were attacked, and fell upon our ‘troops who 
were occupied in deftroying them. The conflict 
no s very fevere, and numbers fell on both 
fithes’; the troops were at times fo intermixed, 
that it was very difficult to diftinguifh a friend 
from an enemy, and it was fuppofed that the 
French ‘actually killed a number of their own 
a people, by their rafh and undifciplined fireing 
_ in Wil dire@ions. It was computed that the 
enemy had upwards of five hundred put to 
— by the bayonet; or, as our foldiers ex 
| ptelfed it, they weré /fewered, Befides what 
were killed by out fire. On our part) the lofs 
according to the returns, was as follows, viz. 
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BRITISH TROOPS. 


12, Rank and File, 5 Horfes.—Killed. 
13, Officers, ro Serjeants, 149 Rank and 
File.——Wounded. 
1 Serjeant, 19 Rank and File.—Miffing. 


FOREIGN TROOPS. 


2 Officers, 1 Serjeant, 5 Rank and File.— 
Killed. 
4 Rank and File, 22 Horfes.—Wounded. 


Amongft the wounded on this occafion, were 
the Hon. Major General De Burgh, Major 
Malcolm, Capt. M‘Kenzie, Capt. H. Munro, 
Lieut. Bayley and Enfign Cameron, of the 78th 
foot; Lieuts. Wemys, Barclay and Rutledge, 
of the 63d foot; Capts. Bruce and Quin, of . 
the ssth foot ; Lieutenant Baker, of the 27th 
foot, and Capt. Bland of the 8th foot. . Of the 
wounds received by thefe Officers, that of Capt. 
Munro of the 78th, was the moft diftreffing ; 
a ball came dire@tly acrofs the eyes of that 
Officer, .and totally deprived him of fight, 
without doing hita any other material injury. 
A wound, received by a private of the 28th, . 
was fomewhat extraordinary in its effe@, the 
ball entered his mouth, and f, palied out of his 
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neck ;, of which he foon recovered without being 
injured, except in regard to his fpeech. In this 
fortie, there was not a fingle prifoner made, 
the bayonet decided every thing, and the retreat 
was made into the town, under a tremendous 
fire from the enemy, which was fully anfwered 
from our batteries, fo that the whole element 
feemed one continued blaze for a confiderable 
time ; the inhabitants were running about the 
ftreets in defpair, concluding that the French 
were making an attack to ftorm the place, when 
they imagined they fhould all be put to death. 


_ This fortie exafperated the enemy greatly, 
and their works went on with additional vigour, 
they now kept a conftant fire upon the town, 
and in the morning of 


~ 'Thurfday, Nov. 6. They opened three addi- 
tional batteries upon us, two of which com- 
-manded the bridge and one the town, from 
“which they fired very heavily all this day, and 
did confiderable damage to the bridge. The 
fituation of the troops in Garrifon began now to 
be extremely alarming, for fhould the enemy 
by their fire have rendered the bridge impaffable, 

_ itywould have been impoffible for them to have 
3 avoided being made prifoners, as there was no 
; ia “of efcaping except acrofs. the river, ete) 


i se. 


[ 107 J 


is in this place nearly twice as broad as the river 
Thames, at Weftminfter-bridge, and more ra- 
pid; and though there was a flying bridge at 
Nimeguen, which was capable of carrying over 
4 OF 500 men at a time, that would not have 
been by any means fufficient to have brought off 
the whole of the troops, under the fire of the 
enemy ; it was therefore refolved on to evacuate 
the town, before the bridge thould be rendered 
totally impafflable to the troops, which was done 
accordingly this evening, under a moft heavy 
and tremendous fire, which the French kept up 
upon the bridge as the troops were pafling ; 
which did confiderable damage, and wounded 
feveral foldiers, and in the end totally deftroyed 
the bridge of boats, juft as the laft of our troops 
had paffed it. The Dutch troops were not fo 
fortunate, about 400 of them were croffing by 


flying bridge, when a chance ball from the © 


enemy broke off the maft to which the roe) was 
made faft that towed it over; the bri ne 


fequently fwung round, and fell into the andl oh 


of the enemy With the troops upon it ; it was. 
however foon after deftroyed by our fire from 
the oppofite fhore. 


The French threw up tight balls aan the 


time our troops were pafling the bridge, by a 4 


= Ka % though the night was 8 very dark, 
4 they 
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they could diflinctly perceive our men, yet 
their fire was not well direfted, otherwife it 
muft have done more confiderable execution ; 
it was a matter of great furprife to our artillery, 
how they could poflibly avoid driving the bridge 
to atoms, while the troops were pafling it, from 
the number of fhot and fhells which were fired 

. during the time, but their guns being generally 
too much elevated, the fhot went confiderably 
over the mens heads, making a moft.tremen- 
dous whiftling as they paffed. 


It was found that a few ftragglers of the 
Britith troops were left in the town, as it was 
fuppofed for the fake of plunder, but thefe were 
immediately put to death by the inhabitants, 
the inftant they could be found after the French 
had taken poffeffion of the place ; and the tri 

» coloured cockade was mounted immediately by 
the towns people, who took.every method of 
ingratiating themfelves with the French troops, 

and exclaimed as much as poffible againit the 
Britifh, as a few hours before they had done 
againft the Carmagnols. 


“ Wednefday Nov. 12. ‘The profpe& before 

our army for winter quarters, was*now very 
| difagreeable, as inftead of being comfortably 
'. gccommodated, as we had flattered ourfelves we 
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“fhould‘ have been, there was now no Other ex- 
pectation; than to pafs a dreary’ winter in a 
cold:country, in tents upon the banks of the 
river Waal, and to go through the fevereft duty, 
without the common comforts of life ; 

odiftreffed fituation of the army for cloa 
at thistime very great ; fome regiments 

‘loft’ ‘the ‘whole*of their neceffaries by t 
tranfports falling into the hands of the enemy, 
and many 6f the foldiers had hardly a coat to 
wear. It was no uncommon thing, to fee an 
officer with the fkirts of his regimental coat cut 
off, to repair the body of it, or to keep it whole — 
at the elbows. “Shoes and ftockings too, were” 
much wanted, as the weather was very wet, and 
the roads and fields exceedingly dirty, fo that 
‘the troops were conftantly wet in their feet, 
which rendered their fituation extremely uncom- 
fortable, as from the time of the evacuation of 

_Nimeguen, they were conftantly employed in 
making batteries and throwing up works to 
defend Holland to the laft; and fuch was the © 
ftrength and advantage of our fituation upon , 
the river Waal, that it was confidently afferted 
by the moft fkilful Officers, that it would be 4 
impoflible for the French ever to force t ite 
fage of. that river, provided it fhould not | 

«frozen over; a circumftance’ which ‘oie Be 
ie for a'great number of years, fo 
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admit the crofing of an : army. As it was, it 
would have been almoft madnefs for them to 
attempt to force a paflage, even with their whole 
army, as it would certainly have coft them the 
facrifice of a great part of it; though the lofs 
Wien was no object to the Convention, pro- 
they, could make themfelves mafters of 
and ; but fhould they be fo fortunate as to 
force a paflage by croffing the Rhine high up, 
and thereby turn our left flank, or by forcing a 
paflage below Bommel fo as to turn our right, 
then the inundations alone could fave Holland 
from their devaftation; but it was highly im- 
probable they fhould force a paflage any where, 
if the froft did not favour them. 


The following, is an account of the Britith 
Regiments, whofe fole objet now was the 
prefervation of Holland, by preventing the 
French from crofling the Waal, . 
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pon ea CAVALRY. dig — 
ot Reg. Royal Horfe Guards, or Oxhira 
* Blues. 
I : Ditto or King’ Met A gh ada ae 
2 Ditto or Queen’s Bays cyt 
3 . Dragoon 


3 Ditto or Prince of Wales’s, hash 

5 Ditto or Green,» Se 

6 Ditto or Carbineers, 

1 Ditto or Royal Englifh, .5 
Dragtoons. 
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2 Ditto or Scots Greys, . 
6 Ditto or Innifkilling, 

7 Ditto 

8 ne'| 

11 Ditto | 

14 Ditto b Light Dragoons. 
15 Ditto 


“16 Ditto 
7 Ditto 


Total id on Britith Cavalry.0" 








fy 285" 


tually covered the banks of the Waal, and 
which would in all’ human probability, be « 
complete check to the defign of the French 
penetrating into Holland acrofs that river. 


Thurfday, Nov. 13. This day a flag of truce 
was announced from Nimeguen, by a French 
trumpet ; on being anfwered from our picquet at 
the village of Lent, oppofite that place, a 
French officer, attended by a trumpeter and 
fervant, came in a {mall boat acrofs the river, 
rowed by two Dutchmen wearing the National 
Cockade ; on landing, he was met by an Eng- 
lith officer, who after having blindfolded him 
by putting his handkerchief acrofs his eyes, 
conducted him to the quarters of the com- 
manding officer of the picquet, where his 
eyes were uncovered and he delivered his dif- 
patches, which were immediately forwarded by 
a dragoon, to the head quarters at Arnheim, © 
the purport of which related to an agreement 
between the Duke of York and the French 
General, that the fentries at the out pofts fhould 
not fire at each other, which could oaly occafion 
a lofs of men on both fides, without the leaft 
advantage to either ; our fentries had conftantly 
received orders not to fire at thofe of the enemy, . 
but theirs had frequently taken an advantage 
and fired at ours, which was now effectually put — 
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a ftop to. During the time the French officer 
~ with, the flag remained on our fide the Waal, 
“both fides the river were covered with Britith 

and French foldiers, who during the truce, 

could with propriety fatisfy their curiofity in 
having a complete view of each other. The 

_ trumpeter and the officer’s fervant who came in 
the boat, landed on the beach, but were not 
permitted to go into the village; they were 
plentifully treated by our foldiers with liquor, 

‘&c. while the officer was taking a bottle of wine 

with our commanding officer. The ceremony 

of, blindfolding was again repeated on going 
back to the boat, where the parties took leave, 
apparently well pleafed with each other. A flag 
of truce going from our fide a fhort time after, 
met with exadtly the fame reception from the 
French in Nimeguen. 


Sunday, Nov. 16. “As the froft was not 
yet fetin, andthe weather very wet, the number 
_ of our fick encreafed daily ; the tents were con- 
‘ftantly foaked through, and the ftraw in them , 
could not be kept dry, though changed very 
often, which confequently brought on’ a great 
» deal of -ficknefs “amongft the troops in camp ; 
r “What contributed moft to their comfort, was the. 
great plenty of wood with which ‘this country 
“vabounided;- -by which the’ 00R be — 
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to keep very large fires conftantly jn the camp, . 
and upon the picquets; without which it would 
have been impoflible to have exifted 5 the , 
cheapnefs of gin too, contributed not a little 
to keeping up the {pirits, and preventing the 
men from catchi ig colds and other diforders, ; 
occafioned by their wet fituation ; the duty on ag 
the banks of the Waal being very heavy, and 
the nights extremely cold, which was very. « 
feverely felt by the troops owing to their want 
of warm cloathing. 


On the part of the French, there did not as yet. 
feem to be any appearances of their attempting 
to force a paflage acrofs the river ; though con- 
fiderable bodies of their troops were moving 
towards Bommel, againft which place it was 
conjectured (fhould they attempt to crofs) their 
efforts would be directed ; but very little fear, 
was entertained for that place, as it was fuffici- 
ently mare while the river remained open, 

- Thurflay, Noy. 20, Gregg numbers af work. 
men were ftill employed in con{tructing works 
upon the banks of the Waal, to difpute the paf- ; 
fage ¢ of that river, and no entertained the 
leaft. doubt of our being able to prevent the . ae 
* enemy crofling, provided the froft did not favor. ei Hee? 
thei aa _A Dutch officer came from Ni- s. vet 
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meguen on his parole, and viptinha that the 

ench were in general anxious for peace, but 

‘complained much of their heavy duty, and were 

eal exafperated againft the Englifh, for op- 

| ew their paffage into Holland ;"as they had 
"information that great part of the inhabitants, 

_ and even of the Dutch troops were inclined to 

a) i favour their caufe ; of this we had but too great 

 reafon to be affured, as the Dutch took frequent 

occafion to exprefs their diflike to the Britith 

troops, whom the common people confidered 

as an ufelefs burthen to their country ; though 

it is moft probable that by ‘this time, they would 

again prefer Britifh prote€tion, to French fra- 

ternization. 


Sunday, Nov. 23. The froft for feveral days 
“had fet in-rather feverely, and it was found © 
that the troops could not poffibly exift in their 
tents during the fevere cold, though the reduce 
tion of the regiments: by fickne® and other 
‘caufes, was f@ great that moft of the men had 
double: tents, yet thefe were not-by any means 
ient to keep out the cold; it'was. therefore 

* tefolved upon, that thofe troops which were 
Gaacampeds fhouldbuilt huts of fods and:thatch 

- them over, to make their winter quarters more 

* comfortable ; great numbers were accordingly 
~~ daily employed in this occupation. ‘The regi- 
Te eb: ments 





bak co ete now. devolved. ptr Sir William — 
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“ments which were encamped before Nimeguen, 
(viz. the 3d, goth, ssth, soth-and 79th, with 

-one regiment of Hanéverians) builea fmalktown 

of thefe huts on the ground of their encamp- 

ment, which was on the road to Arnheim, from 

it was diflant fix miles, and three from the 

village of Lent, on the banks of the Waal, 

oppolite Nimeguen, to which village the picquets 

-qwere detached, where they remained 48 hours 
Rs atledea 





ID TS 7 : 
Tuelday, eke 2. The froft ftill continued, 
with fome intervals of mild weather and fome | 
fnow ;. the building of the huts went forward 
with alacrity. 


All remained. quiet on the part of the enemy, 
who feemed as. much inclined to a little reft as , 

_ we were; and we now. looked for no other 
_ winter, quarters. than the fituation we were in, 
mor was @iefe any apprehenfion of the river 

. Wall. being froze over ; for though the froft 

_ had been pretty fevere, it had as yet made but 
solittle progrefs on that river. His Royal High- _ 
4 mefs; the Commander in Chief, this day: fet out ai 
“ofrom.head quarters at Ambheim, for England, | 
_ oby, way. of the Hague, and the command of the 
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‘Sunday, Dec. 7, By this time the huts were ~ 
ompleated for the reception of the troops, 
nd were. found. much more comfortable than 
the tents, in which there had aQuaily been one 
_. or two foldiers frozen to death. In the huts the 
". men were enabled to keep fires, which rendered 
. their fituation a little more agreeable. The want 
» of neceffary cloathing was now feverely felt, as 
- the cold began to grow very intenfe. The officers 
of feygral regiments fet on foot a fub{cription to 
furnifh théir men with a few comforts of life ; 
the regimental cloathing of great part of the 
troops being worn out, it was curious to fee 
what thifts fomeyof the foldiers were put to, to 
keep themfelves. warm and comfortable—one 
would have On, & huge pair-of Dutchman’s wide 
breeches to his regimental jacket ; another would 
have, a large full trimmed Burgomaiter’s coat 
en, by. way of furtout, and another, to his red 
jacket. would have fewed, a. pair of wide black 
or brown fleeyes with long hanging uffs ;, with 
other. curious contraits of. cloathing equally 
diyerting ; fo that from the motley, appearance 
of fome of the troops, it would have been.a 
difficult matter even. fgr an Englifhman jut: 
ts arrived to. tell to. what nation’ they belonged ; 
all that was neceflary here,»was to keep the 
ammunition. in good order,.as very . 
lide: attention was paid to drefs. ‘Lhe high- 
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landers "at this time, from thé feverity of the 
weather; were ‘under the neceflity of leaving off 
Wearing their kelts, or hort petticoats, and 
were furnifhed with pantaloons or clofe trowfers, 
which were much more comfortable for them ; 
the French had sitting eed them uf the name +i 
of * Vrai fans culottes.” bi 


“-guniday; Dec. 14. The froft ftill contintied 
with unabated rigor, and the weather was now 
intenfely cold. ‘The French, fince the depar- 
ture of the Duke of York, remained tolerably 
‘quiet upon the Waal. Our troops at this time 
were in high fpirits in confequence of a report 
that we were to be relieved by a body of 
Auftrians and -Pruffians, who were on their 
march for that purpofe ; and that we were to 
go into winter quarters on the other fide of ‘the 
Rhine, for which preparatory orders were iffued, _ 
and three bridges already conftruéted: for the 
paflage of our army; but thefe preparations 
were by fome fuppofed to be, to favor oiir 
retreat’in cafe ot the French crofing the Waal; 
though as yet, there did not appear to be any 

. preparations on their fide, except’ a few finall 
boats ‘and rafts; but they could not be of any 
dervice to them in an attempt’ to’ ‘crofs while 

_ there*was any ice in the river, -and which — 
now’ frozen from: the = a confiderable way E 
4 acrofs, 
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ofs, though not fo much as to cafe the. lead § 
f fition that the river would be frozen over 
fo as to admit the paflage of their army; we 
were therefore pretty eafy on that account. 


we 2) 
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At this time, the High Bailey of the diftri@ © 


from Tiel to Nimeguen, iffued a proclamation 
to all the inhabitants in his diftri€t along the 
banks of the Waal, to quit their habitations, 
and give them up for the accommodation of the 
troops on ‘the banks of the river; this caufed 
the French to fuppofe that our expected rein- 
forcement was arrived, and they called acrofs 
the river, that they were going to evacuate that 
part of the country for the winter, and that if 
we took poffeffion of it, we fhould not finda 
pound of bread, or a {ingle article of provifion 
for. our troops; of this information we did not 
entertain the fmalleft doubt, as we knew the 
difficulty their army found in fubfifting, not only 
in confequence of the gallant defence of Grave, 
which ftill held out and cut off their communi- 
cation by the Meufe ; but that our army had 
pretty well cleared the country of provifions 
before our evacuation of it. 


The French had all along kept up a very 


fevere bombardment upon Grave, which was 
. diftinEly heard (efpecially in the night) at our 


pofts 


* 
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pofts on the banks of the Waal; it muft cer: ” 
tainly have been a very provoking circumftance — 
to the French General, that he could not reduce — 
fo fmall a garrifon in the very centre of his army, 

and which entirely cut off the communication 

of his wings by the river Meufe, thereby caufing _ 
his fupplies to go a confiderable way round by 

waggons, through very bad roads, which muift 
have been very tedious and have diftreffed the 
French army much, which now fuffered confi- 
derably not only from the cold, but. for want 
of regular fupplies. The allowance of beef to 
our troops was encreafed half a pound per day, _ 
in confequence of their hard duty and the ex- 
ceflive cold; a foldier’s daily allowance now 

was per day, beef r Ib. bread i:Ib. and Spirits 
half a pint ; with this allowance and potatoes, 

greens, &c. for which they foraged, they — 
made out a tolerable good living, as coffee bes 

ing’ very plentiful it Was fold by the foldiers m 
wives, and a man might for a penny, have an — 
excellent breakfaft of coffee, but he muft find 
his own bread and butter. The bread was in 
general of a very indifferent kind, being made ; 
of (what is called in England) buck wheat, — 
which-makes very black bread ; it would fome- © 
times be fo frozen in the huts, that the men 
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a Katchet, or laying it on the fire a Confiderable 
time to thaw before a knife would penetrate it. 


Thurfday, Dec. 18. “The froft ftill continued 
with great feverity ; the canals and, ponds were 
now all frozen over, and the ice extended a 
confiderable way acrofs the river Waal ;. our 
fentries in the night were pofted upon’ the ice, 
-as near the edge as was prudent, as were thofe 
of the enemy, fo that by this means they came 
pretty near, and frequently entertained each 
other with a little converfation, though in ge- 
neral it was not of the moft elegant kind ; the 
French calling our foldiers by the’ nick-names 
of Yean Taureau, ‘fack-roaft-beef, and other 
“names equally curious; our foldiers treated 
them with lefs ceremony, calling them in plain 
_ Englith Damn’d King-killing fons of B—s, paper 
‘money fcoundrels, and other opprobrious epithets, 
“which very frequently irritated them to avery - 
“great pitch, infomuch that they would vow 
revenge againft all Englifhmen ; their conver- 
fation was not always carried on in the aforefaid 
_ gentecl manner, but fometimes intermixed with 
a little pleafantry, as the following difcourfe 
» which tooxplace between an Englifh and 
” French fentry will thew ; they had been {peaking 


in praife of their refpective governments, man- 


ner of living, cloathing, &c. when! the Englith- 


‘man 
ry 
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man obferved to the other, that he fhould not 
like to be in the Convention fervice, becaufe 
moft of their foldiers were , barefooted and 
obliged to march without fhoes.  ‘* Ay, fays 
‘¢ the Frenchman, that is very true, but how can 
** we poflibly keep fhoes to our feet, when we 
** wear out fo mast in running after you Mr. 
“ Englifhman.”” 


Our number be fick was Now very great; and 
many deaths happened daily, which was’ the 
lefs to be wondered at, when it was confidered 
what the troops fuffered for the want of warm 
cloathing to. prote&t them from the feverity of 
the weather, efpecially as the duty became hea- 
vier, in proportion to the number of thofe who 
died or were fick, 


Sunday, Dec.21... Our army had now the 
very pleafing fatisfaction of being affured, that 
their fair countrywomen_ had not been unmind- 
ful of their hardthips and fufferings abroad ; but 
that from the-very libefal exertions of the ladies, 
a competent fupply.of warm winter cloathing 
“was agtually landed oz the continent, and, now 
- on its way to the army 5. the plrafure: with which 
y _ this information was received, is more eafy to 
ybe conceived than defcribed, and every heart 
* panted. for. ram. opportunity of proving in the 
' field againft the common enemies of their coun- 

& try, 
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try, humanity, and religion, that gratitude and 
love to their loyal and generous benefattreffes, 
with which they were infpired by their unpar- 
relled goodnels and generofity... This prefent, 
had _ been talked of in the army for fome time, 
but many oi the foldiers concluded it was no- 
thing more than a report propagated in order 
to keep up their fpirits; but were agreeably 
furprifed to find it real, and that they were not 
forgot or negleéted in their exertions, more 
efpecially as the winter was now fet in with the 
utmoft violence ; ; the cold was intenfe, the pic- 
quets were 48 hours on duty before they were 
relieved, or had their cloathes or accoutrements 
off, and the fentries inftead of remaining upon 
their poft two hours, as had been cuftomary, 
were from the extreme cold obliged to be re- 
‘Tieved every ‘hour, as it was not poflible to ftand 
longer without running the riik of being froft- 
bitten, and which had already happened to fome 
of the men. The ice upon the river Waal was 
‘now frozen fo thick and firm at the fides and 
for a confiderable way acrofs, that our fentries 
‘and thofe of the enemy, were in fome places 
within twenty yards of each other upon t the edge 
‘ice, ‘and as ferious apprehenfions were now en- 
tertained of the river being - frozen over, from 
‘the ‘Tong continuance. of the froft, or that the 
enemy might contrive fome means to crofs in 
its 
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its prefent ftate, it was judged neceflary that 
our fentries fhould pafs the word * all’s well* 
from one to the other every five minutes. 
This afforded great diverfion to the enemy, 
who not comprehending the meaning of that 
piece of duty, or imagining it to proceed from 
fear on our part, took great delight in crying 
out all’s well in derifion of our fentries, which 
frequently occafioned a good dea! of altercation 
between the parties, as there were numbers in 
the Frencharmy who underftood Englith. 

As this country abounds in canals and pieces 
of water, which were now all frozen to an im- 
menfe thicknefs, the principal amufement of the, 
troops when off duty, was in fkating, and other 
ways entertaining themfelves upon the ice; 
what alfo added to their diverfion, was feeing 
with what dexterity the Dutch women and chil- 
dren fkated, the former frequently with heavy 
bafkets or other burthens upon their heads, 
which they carried with the greateft apparent 
eafe upon the ice, and were never feen to get a 
fall; the children learned to fkate as foon as 
they ‘could well walk, by means of a {mall chair, 
which was put upon the ice with them, and they 
were then left to themfelves, but by fupporting 
themfelves by the back of the chair and puthing 
<.aOT Ne it 
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7 Gt before them, they foon learned to keep their 


feet and.go alone. 
gh 


. - Thurfday, Dec. 25. (Chriftmas a. ) This 
was one.of the coldeft days ever known in this 
country, though rendered one of the moft a- 
greeable to the troops by. the arrival of a quantity 
of the’ flannel cloathing in camp, which was 
immediately diftributed amongft the foldiers, to 
_ their great fatisfa€tion and comfort, who on this 
occafion, and in honor of the day, were allowed 
a weeks pay to drink to the health of their fair 
benefattrefles at home, and to provide as com- 
fortable a Chriftmas dinner as the prefent fitua- 
* ‘tion would admit of, and the camp this evening 
exhibited a fcene of feftivity, truly expreflive of 
the Britifh character ; it was really a very enter- 
taining fight to go into the huts and fee a group 
of foldiers fet round their fire, furrounded by 
arms and accoutrements and half. obfcured by 
fmoak,, drinking to the health of their friends 
at home.out of a large camp kettle, filled with 
a compofition of. gin,.beer, and fugar, made 
hot; and pafling round the fong ; and the toaft 
with as much glee and regularity, as though 
they had ‘been feated round the table of the 
happicit Chriftmas party in England. The fol- 
lowing fong as it was written and fung in this 
. fituation may not be unacceptable. 


TUNE 
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TUNE—THE VICAR OF BRAY. © » 
When Royal’George fpreads wars alarms, 
And rouzes Britain’s Ifle, Sir, 

The hardy foldier flies to arms 

And at the found will fmile, Sir: 

To curb the impious fons of France, 
The field he takes with joy, Sir, 

And when to fight he does advance, , 
He’ll conquer, or he’ll die, Sir, ~~ 


CHORUS. 


Then oh! refpeét Brittania’s fon, 

For war renowh’d in ftory, 

Who'll neither death or danger fhun, =~ 
But fights for Britain’s glory. — , 


Il. 


His knapfack ’coutrements and gun, 
Are all he has to boaft, Sir, 
With tent, poor fhade from fcorching fun, sin, 
Chill rain, or piercing froft, Sir, 
~ And thus equipt, to war he goes, — 
- Forfakes his peaceful lands, Sir,’ ™; 
j “Nor, fears a jot to meet his foes, 


But fi Ayndaynted ftands Sir. 
R es Ul. * 
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When many a weary day he’s march’d; 
For honour and for fame, Sir. 
O’er burning fands or defarts parch’d, 
Exhaufted, tir’d and lame, Sir. 

His country’s glory fires his heart; 

No other motive cheers him. 

For this he’s ever found alert, 

For this his foe {till fears him. 


/ 


eee | 


IV. 


Indarkeft night he’ll pitch his tent; 
Upon fome watery ground, Sir; 
His,order comes, on duty fent, 
No reft for him is found, Sir ; 
His nightly turn of guard he takes, 
His comrades dear protecting, 
And while with weary ftep he wakes, 
Is ftill on home reflecting, 
» 7 | 
aay 8 @ PS 
When fore opprefs’d by hungers need, 
And enemies around him, 
On fruit or herbs when fore’d to feed, a 
No troubles e’er confound him; 
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When oft the faithful horfe is lain, 
No other food obtaining, 
He ne’er repines—alas_! ’tis vain, 
His murm/’ring or complaining. 
And when in battle’s raging heat, 
He’s cover’d o’er with wounds, Sir, 
At home he’ll find a fafe retreat, 
In Chelfea’s peaceful bounds, Sir, 
His King and Country him befriend, 
Or aged, maim’d or wounded ; 
And here his days in peace he’ll end, 
By happinefs-furrounded,. 


At midnight an opportunity offered for de- 
ftroying feveral. boats. which were lying under, 
the walls of Nimeguen, and for which purpofe,. 
five, Britifh feamen had been waiting fome time, 
in the oppofite village ; they found means to 
crofs that {mall part of the river which was not 
frozen over, by means of:aNorway yawl which 
was brought from Arnheim, and they fucceeded, 
in their undertaking, by feuttling fix of the 
boats, after which, they returned. undifcovered 
by the enemy’s fentries\; this was deemed a very 
hazardous enterprize, -and gained the failors 
greathonor. © rie 
TH: cab deta 

Friday, Dec. cs “This day aie oad bins 
wife ee Cirteniee) were apprehended on see ‘ 
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of being fpics, and papers were found on the 
womah which contained fketches- of feveral of 
dur) works and: batteries, which) they in ‘the 
capacity of futlers had: frequent opportunities 
of ‘obtaining ; thefe were not the only perfons 
who were taken up on that fufpicion, as feveral 
were already in. cuftody, (moftly Dutch,) and 
fuch-was the friendfhip of our good allies the 
Dutch, that in order to. have done away that 
evil effectually, it would-have been neceffary to 
have: hung up-one half of the inhabirants.of 
both fexes, as they never neglected an. oppor- 
tunity of communicating to the French, every 
information refpecting our army, that lay in 
their power ;- but on the other fide the» Waal 
the inhabitants were of another way of thinking; 
as there they were heartily tired of their good 
friends, the difpenfers of freedom and protectors 
of property; and: the affignats-were at this time 
fo little thought of by the Dutch, that they 
frequently chofe to make 2 prefent of their 
property and: reje& the national currency 5. the 
French however, chofe to conftrue fuch con- 
duét, into an-acknowledgment on the part of 
ee for the favors rani ete ah 

ak al + Peal thsi eee S, 
Misiuacany Dec. 27.. sl beAbeasion ot, our 
‘army became every day more interefting, as - 
ftom the increafing thicknefs oan itwas 
be ; probable 


Edis 2 
re bagi : 
probibled that widiainiy would pli ne pit, 
to force’a paflage acrofs the river ; our heavy 
artillery, “baggage and fick, were all.on, the 
other fide the Rhine, and every precaution was 
taken on our part to fecure a retreat in cafeiof 
being overpowered, and which from the very 
great reduction of our numbers, would at this 
time prove no very oe matter, 


The enemy did not long keep us in aftate of 
uncertainty with regard to their intentions, for 
this afternoon they croffed the ice with eight 
thoufand men at the important pafs of Bommel; 
this ifland was now occupied by the Dutch, who 
fhould have had five battalions to defend it, bug 
they had thought proper to withdraw three of 
them, and left this (the moft important pafs upon 
river) to be maintained by no more than two 
battalions, Who fuffered the enemy to crofs the: 
ice (unaccompanied by either artillery or ca- 
wer? —_ giving them a a age 

Ginn. Saye aE ascaheesil ie 
“> The Dati Commander faid he ar 
guarded, from having given credit to the report 


ef an armittice faid to have been agreed upon 
"Berweerh tie “allied “powers and the enemy ; 


a taken care to fend off that part 


— artillery. ee par 
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* thould fall into the hands of his. friends the 
> omg ‘kala iin 2 , 


Our attention was now turned towards Bom- 
* mel, as it was abfolutely neceffary to drive the 
“French back, or to give up the defence of the 
‘river entirely and evacuate Holland; it was 
therefore refolved upon to attack them as foon 
as poffible, and the neceflary orders ‘were imme- 
‘diately iffued to Major General David Dundas, 
“awho ‘was appointed tothe’ command of. the 
‘troops deftined for this fervice, and as it would 
» unavoidably take: fome ‘time to make the ar- 
» Tangements and to reconnoitre the enemy; the 
ota was fixed for the nee of the: ‘ane 
+ The troops deftined for. this ferviog wonlifted 
‘of ten battalions of “Britith infantry, ‘the Emi- _ 
grants of La Chatre, fix fquadrons Britifh light — 
“cavalry, and one’ hundred’ and Fifty huffars-of ~ 
‘Rohan, divided ‘into, brigades under the ‘cam- 
‘mand of Major General Sir Robert: Lawric, | 
‘Major General Lord Cathcart, Major General 
» Gordon, and. Lieutenant-Golonel M‘Kenzie; 
> owith four battalions - and four {quadrons. pis -".; 
~~ Heffians, under the commandiof Major General 
ee Morass The whole of the troops were 
| red-to carry with them three days bread . 
va bind: forage, and were in high fpirits; no one — 
vie t ‘o 
aa 
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to drive them “backy ieibiphno our perrncers 

this fervice were fmall-when compared ‘with 
thofé of the enemy and the fituation ‘thépowere 
‘in, and the nature ef our country | was’ fuch, 


that our Cavairy found it iti many places €x- 
tremely dificult to proceed, onaccountiofith: 


numerous frogen canals and.ditches which they 
had to crofs, and. on which it’was very,diffieult 
for the horfes to keep. their feet ane ever'fo 
—_ provided i the froft. ~ vine enciiare? 
a A 
inking Dec. 28! During: this ay chashbops 
:deftined for the pott of honor, were-affembling 
“and the neceflary preparations making ‘to enter- 
tain the enemy, who we learned had eftablifhed 
» themielves in Tiel, in great force, as well as in 
~ the village of Wardenberg, awhere they had a 
» confiderable number of men pofled, and hadeut 
‘alien great numbers of trees from the orchards, 
~-of which they had formed abbatis, and fortified 
-themfelves-in the bett mauincr time and) ¢ircurh- 
- frances wold admitiof.\" About 12 0’clock'this 
- Ponights,ic-was fuppofad-the-enemy were going to 
» Se mabian attempt to’crofs from Nimeguen, as 
eowas a ftir obferved in the place,’ nested dl 
apemenr ath ‘thot ‘at our poft eppofite, which — 
owe imi any ayn elvan rounds 


Ici sates a Shnibete gr ee es a7 . from 
4 


ey ¢ 422 
Ribak Qh Ys gt SBA cote 4) Seehrvon 
 fromyour, cannon, nahi created an idisateit ihe 
. sgpsensocd wa but the enue eae here. 
«nahi ' ’ 
ae Monday. Dec. 20. Our aiid hofpital 
3 which, till this.time had been at Rhenen, in the 
province of Utrecht, on the other fide the river 
Leck, ~was ordered to be removed:to Deventer, 
in. the province of Over Yflel, .acrofs the river 
yethis ‘removal of the fick and wounded at 
this inclement feafon of the year, a diftance of 
nots lefs than fifty Englith miles, (by the cir- 
cuitous route the waggons were obliged to take) 
-nothing but the moft urgent neceflity could juf- 
“tify; which was now the cafe; for fhould we 
mot fucceed in our attempts to force the French 
“tore-ctofs the river Waal, the whole of our 
“unfortunate fick and wounded men, muft in- 
evitably have fell-into their hands, and we were 
‘as-yet ignorant.of the: treatment which that 
(hitherto. generous) enemy “might have given 
“them. Our good and: faithful allies the Dutch, 
had: taken every occafion to behave to thofe 
poor fufferers with the moft illiberal brutality, 
menting as much as in'their power, their 
§ gs, by every {pecies ‘of mean infult, unbe- — 
eoming the character of a civilized nation; they. 
had even extended aeigidinadlby Mo Sati aniets id. . 
-fult. the furgeons and perfons employed in’th: 
neceflary me penece on the hofpitals, and en. © 
deayoured. 
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deavourtd to prevent the fupplies of nourifh- 
where hofpitals were eftablifhed. After fuch 
treatment from perfons who were our allies, 
and whofe country we were defending, what 
might not be expetted from an enraged and) fes, 
rocious enemy, rendered more fo by the oppo: 
fition of our {mall army, which had fubjefted 
them to all the rigours of the field in a cold tlie 
mate, and jn one of the fevereft winters ever res 
membered by the oldeft inhabitant of that cli+ 
mate. It ‘was therefore abfolutely neceflary to 
remove our brave fick and wounded comrades 
at all events; though the French afterwards 
fully proved that they had not loft fight of that 
generofity with which they had ——- — 
their Britifh prifoners of war. 


“The Dutch from Utrecht this day. Sane a wit 
fage to our head quarters at Arnheim, to: know 
what was become of their two battalions, which 
were left in Bommel, as they had not yet been: 
able to procure any information refpecting them; 
they might at this time with great prope 
umber them amoagtt their m/f: or 
miflaid, as citizen Pichegru had frate et 


in, his own army, not much againft their will. 
A detachment of Heffians who, were with the . 
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in Tiel, refolved not to loofe any time in waiting» 
for the third column to come up, but immedi. 
ately to pufh on with what troops he had, and 
begin the attack upon Tiel ; this was done, and 
with fuch fpirit and impetuofity, that notwith., 
ftanding the great ftrength of the place, the: 
batteries which flanked the approach of our’ 
troops, the abbatis of fruit trees that were made, 
and the number of troops who defended it, the 
place was carried on the firft attack by the two 
columns (Britifh and Heffians) and the enemy’ 
were driven back acrofs the ice with the lofs of 
a confiderable number of men,.and four pieces 
of cannon, which they had brought over the: 
preceding day ; the lofs on our part was very’ 
trifling confidering the nature of the attack and” 
the numbers of the enemy, which greatly ex- 
ceeded ours ; we had of the Britifh troops one 
field officer (Brevet Major Murray, of the 78th” 
regiment) and five rank and file killed, one of- 
ficer (Lieut. Lindfay 78th} and nineteen rank 
and file wounded, and one ferjeant miffing ; of” 
the Heffians, ote officer wounded, one mifling,” 
and twenty five rank aud file killed and wounded, 
fo that our whole lofs in killed wounded and 
miffing in this important affair, amounted only 
to fifty four, with the advantages of having” 
taken fourpieces of cannon, killed and wounded © 
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confiderable number of the enemy and forced 
them to re-crofs the Waal with precipitation. 


_.. Our troops fuffered very feverely in this bufi- 
~nefs, not only from their heavy march previous 
to the action, but alfo from exceflive cold and 
the want of fhelter in the night. 
\ We learned from the French that Grave had 
capitulated to their army on the 28th, which 
- confirmed our fufpicions, as till within a few 
days paft our pofts upon the banks of the Waal 
had very plainly heard the bombardment of that 
place, and as that had entirely ceafed, it was 
fuppofed to have furrendered ; it was moft gal- 
lantly defended, and it was matter of furprife to 
our army that it had held out fo long, when 
furrounded by, fo numerous an army which ef- 
fe€tually cut off every communication with that 
fortrefs. | 


We alfo learned’ that the French intended to 
pafs the river Wall in feveral places, at the 
time they paffed at Bommel, but as we had not 
heard any thing of their having pafled, it was 

concluded to be a little of their ufual gafconade, 
‘and our having fo eafily repulfed them in this 
‘firft attempt, gave our troops the greateft hopes 
‘that in’ every other, they would meet with the 
~~ fame 
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fame fuccefs; and thofe of the Dutch inhabi- 


tants who were loyal, were greatly pleafed at 
this fuccefsful enterprize of General Dundas. 


Wednefday, Dec. 31. The year now brought. 
to aclofe, and the froft continuing with unabated 
rigour, prefented no other profpect to view than. 
what had long been dreaded by us, that the, 
Waal would be every where paffable on the ice, » 
(which was now nearly the cafe) and that the 
enemy would then make a grand attempt to 
crofs, from a number of points at one and the 
fame time, and by pouring upon our weakened, 
army with immenfe bodies of troops, effectually 
fucceed in obliging us to abandon our fituation 
on the Waal, and of courle totally evacuate 
Holland. 

Their firft ineffe€tua] attempt: to crofs the 
river, though it ferved greatly to exhilarate the 
fpirits of our foldiers, was not to be confidered 
as a matter of confequence, but merely as a 
diverfion, and with a view to obtain fome idea 
of the number and comdition of the troops we. 
could bring againft them ; and though in this” 
attempt they muft have been convinced of our 
weaknefs in point of number, yet they muft at.» 
the fame time haye been. conyinced that thofe 
few were not by any means.deficient in point off — 

courage, 
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courage, or wanting of inclination to give thema 
warm reception whenever they would choofe to 
pay a vifit to our fide the river, and from the beft 

accounts that could be procured, it was found 

“that they were forming large bodies of troops, 
avowedly for the purpofe of forcing the paffage 
of the river for a very confiderable extent, from 
which defign, nothing but a fpeedy and effectual 
thaw (of which we had no hopes) could prevent 

them ; what remained for us therefore, was to 
ufe our utmoft endeavours whenever they fhould 
¢crofs, to repe] them. 


Saturday, Jan. 3, 1795 The enemy as yet 
had not again attempted to crofs the ice, though 
they were bufied in collecting large bodies of 
troops oppofite Bommel, at Nimeguen and 
other places, feemingly determined to repair 
their late difgrace, and to effet by numbers 
what they could not by courage; in the mean 
» time, the feverity of the froft continuing, our 
“troops fuffered fo much for want of fhelter, that 
it was judged neceflary that they fhould take up 
~a/pofition on the Lingen, (a {mall river between 


hs the Waal and Leck) and leave only out pofts 


“onthe Waal; this was accordingly done this 
" evening, and that head quarters might be nearer 
: ion fee of action, they were removed from 

a _. Arnheim, 


ay 


: Lag 


Arnheim, to the Siac of Emerongen, rs 3 4 
ation feveral miles nearer Bommel. - oir 


Sunday, Jan. 4. From the movements of 
the enemy oppofite Bommel, it was concluded 
they would foon favor us with another vifit, and 
all were in axious expectation till evening, when 
they again croffed upon Bommel in very great 

“force, bringing over with them feveral pieces of 

cannon, which they effected by laying ftraw,and 

- fand upon the ice, whereby they were enabled 

eafily to draw the guns without any danger of 
the horfes feet flipping ; they immediately drove. - 
Jn vur,advanced pofts which fell back upon the 
village of Metteren, and again took poffeffion of 
Tiel. . General Dundas who was at Metteren, 
hoped to have checked the farther progrefs of 
the enemy at that place, but they proved much 
too ftrong for'him, and drove in all the pofts of 
Heffians near him, in confequence of which he 
refolved immediately to unite his troops and the 
whole of the Heflians under General Dalwig, 
who was ftationed at Buren, and make a fecond 
effort to drive them acrofs the riyer ; this was 

«to be ene at day break in the morning. 
ge ye MoKiazy, Jan. 5. ‘This: morning General. 

Dundas again moved to attack the enemy, but — 

» finding them too ftrong, he was under the ne- 
« -ceflity 


f 
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D ccfiity wot halting at Geldermalfen, until he 


fhould be better informed refpeéting their de- 
figns. In this fituation the enemy attacked the 
polt of Metteren, (about-a mile in front) where 
80 cavalry, and a detachment of the 33d regi- 
ment were ftation with two fmall field pieces ; 
this poft was charged by a large body of the 
enemy’s cavalry with great impetuofity, ‘they 
were fupported by a great number of rifle-men, 


~ who eame upon our troops from all quarters, 


making every dipofition to furround the poft, 
which made it neceffary for them to fall back 
upon Geldermalfen, in which,movement they 
were very hard preffed by the enemy’s huflars 
who had for fome time the advantage, and pof- 
fefled themfelves of the two cannon, but they 


~could not long keep them, for our referve com- 


ing up, the enemy were charged in their turn, 
the guns retaken, and after a heavy firing on 
both fides for above an hour, they were driven 
back upon Metteren, with confiderable lofs ; on 
our part the lofs was alfo confiderable, we had 
four officers (Major General Sir Robert Lawrie,‘ 


Captain Elliatt of the 33d, Captain Duncan 
Munro of the 78th, Lieutenant Lamont of the 


42d regiment) and fifty’ four rank and file 
wounded; three rank and file and one horfe 
killed, and one ferjeant fix rank and’ file and: 
nine horfes miffing; the regiments engaged 

ty ee eee . were 
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were the 11th light dragoons, and the 33d, 
and 78th foot, of which the 78th fuffered moft, 
as it was the advanced companies of that regt. 
that fuftained and checked ‘the inet ‘od the 4 
enemy’s cavalry. 

Tuefday, Jan. 6. From the encreafed ftrength 
and advantageous pofition of the enemy, Gen. 
Dundas thought proper to fall back upon Buren 
during the night ; this was effected unperceived 
by the enemy, the fires being left burning in 
order to deceive them. 





As the troops for fome time paft had under- 
gone a very great degree of fatigue, and fuffered 
much from their diftreffing fituation for want of 
cantonments, by which they were under: the 
neceflity of pafling thefe cold and dreary winter 
nights, without any covering or fhelter what- 
ever, it was judged proper to draw off our army 
from their prefent fituation, and to take up a 
pofition behind» the river Leck, (leaving pic- 
‘quets on the Waal,) where the troops could be. 

accommodated with cantonments, of which _ 
_ they were much in need, to afford them fome 
thelter from the extraordinary feverity of the 
weather ; 3 for this purpofe, part of the troops. 
d this day, the river being,every where _ 
1 over and Pi toe one of: the 
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ae branches of the Rhine, vety broad and 
extremely rapid ; but it feeined as if the elements 
shad confpired with the enemy againft us, for 
this river (as well as the Wall) had not been 
frozen over for ages before, and now the ice 
was fo folid in every part as to'admit with eafe 
the paflage of our heavieft artillery and ammu- 
nition waggons ; and even whole regiments of 
eavalry ata time. 


"This afternoon there being every appearance 
of a favourable thaw ; counter orders were iffued 
to thofe troops who had not croffed the river, to 

femain in their prefent fituation, and for thofe 
which had already croffed, to return to their 
former pofition ; as, fhould the thaw continue, 
‘there was yet every probability of maintaining 
“our fituation on the Waal, and of driving back 
thofe of the enemy who had already croffed that 
‘Fiver; but in this our hopes were fruftrated, for 
on Thurfday, Jan. 8, the froft returned with 
redoubled violence, thereby putting an end to our 
laft opes ; as we were confident that the enemy 
Pee would take the advantage of this opportunity, 
me cand by fending over immenfe bodies of troops, . 
us to evacuate the country, and give up. 
all. “hopes ¢ of faving ‘Holland : for which we had 

» Jong be and which we. certainly. 
“fhoula hate None ‘f we all not been obliged to 
fubmit 





